Sirr al-Asrar 


Preface and Lines of Descent 


In the Name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the All-Compassionate. Bismi'llahi 'r- 
Rahmani 't-Rahim. 


Praise be to Allah, the All-Powerful, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise, the All- 
Generous, the Noble, the Compassionate Lord, the One who revealed the Wise 
Remembrance and the Glorious Qur'an to the Envoy, whom He sent to convey the 
Right Religion and the Straight Path. 


Blessing and peace be on the seal of the Mission, the guide out of error, and on the 
Messenger ennobled with the noblest of the Scriptures and the Book, Muhammad, 
the unlettered Prophet, the Arabian, the trustworthy, and on his family, the rightly 
guided guides, and his Companions, the excellent élite, and may Allah grant them 
peace in great abundance. 


This book contains the words of the Supreme Helper, the Lordly Cardinal Pole, 
the everlasting edifice, the radiantly shining lamp, the Sultan of the saints and the 
masters of direct knowledge, the proof of the chosen and those who have reached 
their spiritual destination, Allah's Gray Falcon, our patron, our master and our 
exemplary guide to Allah (Exalted is He), the noble highborn patrician, the 
chieftain, Shaikh Muhyi 'd-Din 'Abd al-Qadir al-Jilani al-Hasani al-Husaini (may 
Allah sanctify his splendid innermost being, and may He illuminate his noble 
mausoleum), son of Imam Sayyid Abu Salih Musa Jangi Dost, son of Imam 
Sayyid 'Abdu'llah, son of Imam Sayyid Yahya az-Zahid, son of Imam Sayyid 
Muhammad, son of Imam Sayyid Dawud, son of Imam Sayyid Musa, son of 
Imam Sayyid 'Abdu'llah, son of Imam Sayyid Musa al-Jawn, son of Imam Sayyid 
‘Abdu'llah al-Mahd, son of Imam Sayyid al-Hasan al-Muthanna, son of Imam al- 
Hammam Sayyid al-Hasan as-Sibt, son of our chief and our patron, the 
Commander of the Believers, Abu 'l-Husain 'Ali ibn Abi Talib (may Allah be well 
pleased with them all). 


On his mother's side of the family, the line of descent of our revered master and 
patron, Shaikh Muhyi ‘d-Din 'Abd al-Qadir al-Jilani (may Allah the Exalted be 
well pleased with him), is as follows: 


He is Sayyid Shaikh Muhyi ‘d-Din 'Abd al-Qadir al-Jilani (may Allah sanctify his 
luminous innermost being), son of Sayyida Umm al-Khair Amat al-Jabbar Fatima, 
daughter of Sayyid 'Abdu'llah as-Sawma'i az-Zahid, son of Sayyid Abu 'Abdi'llah 
Jamal ad-Din Muhammad, son of Sayyid Mahmud, son of Sayyid Abu 'I-'Ata’ 
‘Abdu'llah, son of Sayyid Kamal ad-Din 'Isa, son of Sayyid Imam Abu 'Abdi'llah 
‘Ala' ad-Din Muhammad al-Jawad, son of Sayyid Imam 'Ali ar-Rida, son of 
Sayyid Imam Musa al-Kazim, son of Imam Ja'far as-Sadiq, son of Imam 


Muhammad al-Bagir, son of Imam Zain al-'Abidin ‘Ali, son of Imam al-Hammam 
al-Husain, the Martyr of Karbala’, son of Imam al-Hammam, the Commander of 

the Believers, our master 'Ali ibn Abi Talib (may Allah be well pleased with him, 
and with them all). 
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Knowledge is the most noble talent, the most magnificent degree, the most 
splendid object of pride, and the most valuable form of merchandise, since it is the 
means by which to arrive at the realization and affirmation of the Oneness of the 
Lord of All the Worlds [tawhid Rabb al-'alamin], and belief in His Prophets and 
Messengers (may Allah's blessings be upon them all). 


The religious scholars became the favored élite of the servants of Allah. He drew 
them toward the signs of His religion and guided them toward it. He preferred 
them and selected them for the special merit of grace. They are the heirs and 
deputies of the Prophets, and the chieftains and confidants of the Messengers As 
Allah (Exalted is He) has said: 


Then We gave the Book as inheritance to those thumma awrathna ‘I-Kitaba 'Iladhi 
whom We elected of Our servants. nastafaina min ‘ibadi-na: But of them are some 
who wrong themselves fa-min-hum zalimun li-nafsi-h: and of them are some who 
adopt a middle course, wa min-hum muqtasid. 


(That is to say: "There are some whose bad deeds are on a par with their good 
deeds.") 


and of them are some wa min-hum sabiqun who outstrip through good deeds. bi'l- 
Khairi. (35:32) 


As the Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) once said: 


"The religious scholars are the heirs of the Prophets in knowledge. The inhabitants 
of heaven will love them, and the fish in the sea will seek forgiveness on their 
behalf, until the Day of Resurrection." 


Allah (Exalted is He) has also said: 


Only those of His servants fear Allah who have knowledge. inna-ma yakhsha 
‘llaha min 'ibadi-hi 'I-'ulama’. (35:28) 


‘The Prophet (blessing and peace be upon him) also said: 


"Allah will raise up His creatures on the Day of Resurrection, then He will 
distinguish the scholars, for Allah (Exalted is He) will say: 'O company of 
scholars, when I instilled My knowledge in you, I did so only because of My 
knowledge of you. I did not instill it in you so that I might torment you. Away you 
go, to the Garden of Paradise, for I have forgiven you!" 


Praise be to Allah, the Lord of All the Worlds, in every situation. Praise be to the 
One who has established the ascending levels as a protection for the worshipful 


servants, and the stations of nearness for those who know by experience. 


One of the seekers requested us to compile a manuscript for him, sufficient for all 


essential purposes. We have therefore compiled this summary for his benefit, in 
accordance with his wish, so that it may be enough to satisfy him and others. I 
have given it the title: "The Secret of Secrets, concerning what is needed by the 
righteous [Sirr al-Asrar fi-ma yahtaju ilai-hi ‘Labrar]."" 
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